
COUNTY OF UNION, 
ILLINOIS 

Ordinance No. 2009 - I,;) 

ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE RUNNING AT LARGE OF DOGS 

WHEREAS, pursuant to 55 ILCS 5/7-1071 a county board may regulate and prohibit the 
running at large of dogs in unincorporated areas of the county which have been subdivided for 
residence purposes and may impose such fines or penalties as are deemed proper to effectuate 
any such regulation or prohibition of dogs numing at large, except when a fme or penalty is 
already allowed by law; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to 510 ILCS 5/1, et seq., a county board may provide for animal 
control within the unincorporated pmis of the county; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the County of Union, Illinois finds that 
the health, safety and welfare of the People of County of Union, Illinois will be promoted by the 
adoption of this Ordinance Prohibiting the Running at Large of Dogs. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF UNION, ILLINOIS, AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1: All ordinances and resolutions, or pmis thereof, in conflict with this 
ordinance a!'e hereby repealed. 

SECTION 2: The Code of Ordinances of the County of Union, Illinois is hereby 
amended by the addition of the following Chapter: 

_-_-1 Definitions. For purposes of this Chapter, the following terms shall be given these 
definitions: 

(a) Administrator means the Animal Control Administrator of the County. 
(b) County means the County of Union, Illinois. 
(c) Code means the Code of Ordinances of the County of Union, Illinois. 
(d) County Board means the Board of Commissioners of the County of Union, Illinois. 
(e) Confined means restriction of an animal at all times by the owner, or his agent, to an 

escape-proof building or other enclosure away from other animals and the public. 
(f) Dog means all members of the fa!lli!y Canidae. 
(g) Leash means a cord, rope, strap, or chain which shall be securely fastened to the 

collar or harness of a dog or other animal and shall be of sufficient strength to keep 
such dog or other animal under control. 

(h) Owner means any person having the right of property in a dog or other animal, or 
who keeps or harbors a dog or other animal, or who has it in his cm·e, or acts as its 



custodian, or who knowingly pe1mits a dog or other domestic animal to remain on or 
about any premise occupied by him. 

(i) Person means any person, firm, corporation, partnership, society, association or 
other legal entity, any public or private institution, the State of Illinois, municipal 
corporation or political subdivision of the State, or any other business unit. 

(j) Pound means any facility approved by the Administrator and licensed as such by the 
Depmiment of Agriculture for the purpose of enforcing this Code and used as a 
shelter for seized, stray, homeless, abandoned, or unwanted dogs or other animals. 

(k) Running at Large means a dog allowed, suffered or permitted by its owner to roam, 
mn or wander upon public ways or public places or upon private premises of any 
person other than those of the owner when such dog is not under control by leash or 
other recognized control methods. 

(I) Stray Dog means any dog not on the premises of the owner or keeper or under 
control by leash or other recognized control methods, and which does not, at that 
time and place, bear a current rabies inoculation tag issued pursuant to the provisions 
of this Code, by means of which, by reference to records of current registration 
certificates, the Administrator or his deputies or assistants may determine the name 
and address of the owner or keeper thereof, or some other means of identification 
fi·om which the Administrator or his deputies or assistants may directly determine the 
name and address of the owner or keeper thereof. 

-2 Dogs Running at Large. 
(a) It shall be unlawful and a violation of this Chapter for any person who is the owner 

of a dog to allow or permit such dog to tun at large on any public way or public place 
or upon the private premises of any person other than those of the owner or keeper of 
such dog, provided, however, that this subsection (a) of this Section shall only apply 
in unincorporated areas of the County which have been subdivided for residence 
purposes. 

(b) Any dog mnning at large within the County on any public way or public place or 
upon the private premises of any person other than those of the owner or keeper of 
such dog shall be considered an stray dog and shall be considered to have been found 
nmning at large contrary to the provisions of this Chapter and contrary to the 
provisions of the Animal Control Act, 510 ILCS 5/1, et seq., whenever: 

(i) Such dog is not on the premises of its owner or keeper and is not under 
control by leash or other recognized control methods; and 

(ii) Such dog does not bear a current rabies inoculation tag as required by this 
Code. 

(c) Any dog found running at large shall be apprehended and impounded. For this 
pmpose, the Administrator shall utilize any existing or available public pound. 

_-_-3 Violations; Penalties. Any person who violates any provision of this Chapter shall be 
guilty of a petty offense and fmed not less than fifty dollms ($50.00) and not more than two 
hundred dollms ($200.00) for a first or second offense and not more than five hundred dollms 
($500.00) for a third or subsequent offense. 
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SECTION 3: This ordinance shall be in effect upon its passage, approval and 
publication as provided by law. 

PASSED AND APPROVED at a t!ecial meeting of the 
Board of Commissioners this _Lfj__ day of 1 ,oyL.- , 2009. 

Union County 

" 
Chairman: _____ ,__.__,0"'-'t>N=-c{-_________ voting ___ _ 

County Commissioner: ----'a.L41(""'M"'"'"'~I---fl/"-'60«u"',J"','-'&~--'-------- voting -)'1-1-e-".L.> __ . 

=:-=---::, ~~} =::::::,--<>="""" voting v. , 
0 I \\ -

County Commissioner: 

Subscribed and Sworn to me this __i___L day of ~ , 2009 

Co:nty Clerk: --"!J-L.lLJdlL!'r/.""'''Y""-~-<')a:.lL{""u"'--1~"-'·~ 
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